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SENATE—Monday, June 25, 2001

The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
W. WARNER, a Senator from the State
of Virginia.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, without whom we can
do nothing of lasting value, but with
whom there is no limit to what we can
accomplish, we ask You to infuse us
with fresh strength and determination
as we press forward to the goal of fin-
ishing the work which needs to be done
before the upcoming recess. Help the
Senators to do all they can, in every
way they can, and as best they can to
finish well. Inspire us to follow the ca-
dence of Your drumbeat.

Strengthen the Senators in the week
ahead. Replace any weariness with the
second wind of Your Spirit. Rejuvenate
those whose vision is blurred by stress,
and deliver those who may be discour-
aged. In the quiet of this moment, we
return to You, recommit our lives to
You, and receive Your revitalizing en-
ergy.

Dear Father, we thank You for the
life of Oliver Powers of the Recording
Studio. We pray for his family as they
and we grieve his physical death. We
accept the psalmist’s reorienting ad-
monition, ‘“Wait on the Lord; be of
good courage, and He shall strengthen
your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!”—
Psalm 27:14. In the name of our Lord
and Saviour. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JOHN W. WARNER led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 25, 2001.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN W. WARNER, a
Senator from the State of Virginia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Chair recognizes the distin-
guished assistant majority leader.

———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. On behalf of Senator
DASCHLE, I announce to the Senate
that we are going to resume consider-
ation of the Patients’ Bill of Rights.
We were on it all last week. There will
be no rollcall votes today. We have
rollcall votes scheduled tomorrow at
11:30 a.m. in relation to the Grassley
motion to commit and the Gramm
amendment regarding employers. We
are still scheduled to finish this bill by
the end of this week.

Senator DASCHLE has also indicated
he wants to give every consideration to
the supplemental appropriations bill.
The way Senator STEVENS and Senator
BYRD have been working, it should not
take too long to do that. We have pend-
ing the organizational resolution.

The main item we wish to complete
this week, however, is the legislative
matter we are now considering, the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. The prayer given
by our fine Chaplain indicated we
should all join together and complete
the work that is at hand. The work at
hand is the Patients’ Bill of Rights.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———————

BIPARTISAN PATIENT
PROTECTION ACT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will now resume consideration
of S. 1052, which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1052) to amend the Public Health
Service Act and the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974 to protect con-
sumers in managed care plans, and other
health coverage.

Pending:

Frist (for Grassley) motion to commit to
the Committee on Finance and the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions with instructions to report back
not later than that date that is 14 days after
the date on which this motion is adopted.

Gramm amendment No. 810, to exempt em-
ployers from certain causes of action.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from North Carolina.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, we
come back today to resume debate on a
very important bill to the people of
this country, the Bipartisan Patient
Protection Act, which we spent the
better part of last week debating. It is
an issue about which we have talked a
great deal over the course of the last
few years in the Senate. Let me discuss
what the McCain-Edwards-Kennedy bill
does and the reason it is important.

Fundamentally, the reason we need
this bill is that the law needs to be
taken from being on the side of the
HMOs and put on the side of patients
and doctors so health care decisions in
this country are, in fact, being made by
people who are trained and have the ex-
perience to make them, those being the
doctors, the health care providers, for
the families who are so dramatically
affected by those decisions.

The purpose of this legislation is to
provide certain substantive and en-
forceable rights to families and to chil-
dren who need quality health care. For
example, we provide specifically that if
a member of a family or child needs to
see a specialist, particularly outside
the HMO plan, they can have access to
that specialist.

Second, we ensure that patients who
need access to clinical trials will have
access to those clinical trials. Clinical
trials are often the places of last re-
sort, places where the cutting edge of
medicine is being researched, and we
want to be sure patients who have ex-
hausted alternatives and need access to
clinical trials—all federally approved
clinical trials, including FDA clinical
trials—will have access. We specifically
provide that benefit in this bill.

Third, women should have access to
an OB/GYN as their primary care pro-
vider. Many women rely on OB/GYNs
as their primary care providers. We
provide that right in our legislation.

Fourth, we want to make sure pa-
tients have access to emergency room
care. If a family suffers an emergency
crisis and needs to go directly to the
hospital, the nearest hospital, we don’t
want people to first have to call the
HMO, call the 1-800 number and get
permission to go to the nearest emer-
gency room. There have been many
horror stories of families that could
not go to the nearest emergency room
because they couldn’t afford it and the
HMO would not pay for it. We want to
be sure families have that right.

With this group of rights we wish to
provide for patients and families across
the country, we want to make sure
every individual and family who is cov-
ered by health insurance, covered by

@ This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-06-30T15:03:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




